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humanitarian work of a permanent nature and so he daily worked a
few hours in a small hospital in ascertaining the patients' complaints,
laying the facts before the doctor and dispensing the prescriptions.
It brought him in closer touch with suffering Indians, most of them,
indentured labourers,
Gandhi had two sons born in South Africa, and his experience in
the hospital was useful in rearing them up. He studied a book, Aim
to a Mother, nursed his babies and served as a midwife at the birth of
his last son. He did not desire any more children and began to strive
after self-control.
Gandhi studied the happenings in India and educated his compa-
triots to take interest in them. They sent handsome contribution for
famine relief in India during 1897-9.
Gandhi's recent mission to India bore fruit. The Calcutta Congress
of 1896 passed a strong resolution protesting against the disabilities
inflicted on Indians in South Africa. In 1897, the previous year's
resolution on South Africa was repeated by the Congress.